CHAPTER   III

EARLY   RELATIONS   BETWEEN   NADIR   AND   TAHMASP :
THE CAPTURE OF MASHHAD AND MINOR CAMPAIGNS,

1726-1729

Nadir's adhesion to the cause of the prince was a matter of some conse-
quence to the latter, but to Nadir himself it was of even greater moment,
for it gave him the opportunity of achieving something more than merely
local fame. It is the purpose of the present chapter to describe how he
took advantage of the opening thus provided, and how, by ousting his
rivals, by overcoming all opposition, and by adding to his military renown,
he was able not only to secure, but also to consolidate, his position as
Tahmasp's principal commander and adviser. The task was no easy
one, because, in the first place, he had a most formidable rival in the person
of Path 'Ali Khan Qajar, whose aims were as ambitious as his own.
Secondly, as Nadir was soon to discover, little or no reliance could be placed
upon Tahmasp, who was no more than a weathercock, veering first one
way and then another ; he was, just as his father had been, a puppet in the
hands of his ministers. In the third place, any aspirant to high position
under Tahmasp would inevitably incur the enmity of these ministers
who, though normally jealous of one another, would always unite in order
to prevent some strong personality like Path *AH Khan or Nadir from gain-
ing too much influence over their weak master ; they feared, not without
reason, that if such a person succeeded in making himself indispensable
to Tahmasp, their period of influence would abruptly come to an end.1

Nadir, it was plain, could never hope to make much headway until
he could recruit and train some regular troops who would be faithful
to him alone and who, unlike most of the tribal levies which then con-
stituted his forces, would not be liable to withdraw from his service at
a moment's notice at their own whim or caprice or at that of some chief.

After a few days' halt at Khabushan, Tahmasp, in company with his
t:wo powerful supporters, left for Mashhad on the 22nd Muharram,
1139 (*9th September, I726)2 ; ten days later, they camped by the shrine
)f Khwaja Rabi',3 three miles north of Mashhad. On the march, acute

It is clear that the abuse which Mirza Mahdi and Muhammad Muhsin heaped upon these ministers
was not due to mere prejudice, as Shaikh Hazin (who was distinctly pro-Safavi) had not a good
word to say for them.

T.N., p. 36.

There is a description of this shrine in Colonel C. E. Yate's Khurasan and Sistan, pp. 338-340.
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